
 

 

BSA Troop 230 
 

Spelunking– Laural Caverns – PRLIMINARY PLANS 
 
DATE:   April, 9-11, 2010 (Friday evening until Sunday afternoon) 
 
PLACE:  Laural Caverns, about 30 miles Southeast of Pittsburgh  http://www.laurelcaverns.com/index.html

On Skyline Drive between 
Hopwood and Chalk Hill, PA. 
http://www.laurelcaverns.com/direc
tions.htm. The site is 312 miles 
(about 5 ½ h) from Yardley. 

*Sign up as soon as possible so the 
boys can do the required planning 
to make this trip as successful as 
possible * 

Staff guided spelunking tour, 
camping, and maybe merit badges.  

DEPARTURE: Meet Friday late afternoon April 9 in St. Ignatius parking lot. We will leave at as early as possible since 
it is a long drive. Probably stop for a fast food dinner en route. We may camp at a site along the way and 
finish the drive Saturday morning. We will return Sunday afternoon, Mar 21. We may stop along the 
way for a short activity on the return trip. Drivers will return to church or scout’s home. 

 
PROGRAM: The highlight will be the cave exploring in the undeveloped part of the cave were most passages are 10-

40 feet high, and participants will climb over rocks and carry their own lights This facility offers merit 
badges in Forestry, Geology, and Climbing and Rappelling. The scouts must decide ahead of time if 
merit badges will be part the trip activities. Prerequisites must be completed and there are additional 
fees. Scout camping is within walking distance of the cave. Sunday morning we will have breakfast, 
pack-up, and head for home, possibly stopping at a distraction for an hour or two on the way. 

 
EQUIPMENT: Bring personal camping gear with 10 essentials (including rain gear and mess kit, see handbook). Tents 

will be provided. Patrols will need to make sure their grub boxes are complete. Be prepared for early 
spring weather: Ave temp: 65/41F; cave is constant 52F. Caving requires parental signed release form 
http://www.laurelcaverns.com/awarenessandreleaseform.htm; long pants, long sleeved shirt, and hiking 
boots which will get dirty; and two good light sources. Hard hats are provided. Wear Class A uniform 
for travel. 

  
COST: Patrol food expense: bring about $10 to the April 6 Troop and give it to your patrol Grub Master. Bring 

cash for Friday dinner and maybe Sunday lunch. Bring transportation money (~$20) for drivers to April 
13 Troop Meeting. Troop will pay camping fee and maybe $20/person caving tour fee. 

 
COOKING:  Patrol-based cooking with chuck box equipment. 
 
LEADERSHIP:  Robert Gerhis (ASPL)        Mr. Jodi Litus 215-736-8241      Mr. Roger Baerg 215- 428-2405  
 

Permission Slip (Sign, Detach, and Return to an Assistant Troop Master) 
 

Scout Name: _________________________________________  
I hereby give permission for my scout to attend the spelunking camping trip to Laural Caverns near Hopwood, PA on 
April 9-11, 2010.  I authorize an adult leader to seek proper medical assistance that may be necessary. 
 
Parent Signature: __________________________________________________ Date: ________________     
 
 



 

 

 
 

  
 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
Driving directions to Skyline Dr/State Route 2001 
312 mi – about 5 hours 20 mins 
Via I-70 W/I-76 W - remove 
999 Reading AveMorrisville, PA 19067  
 
1. Head west on Reading Ave toward Fairway Dr  0.2 mi  
2. Turn left at Sandy Run Rd  0.5 mi  
3. Turn left at Edgewood Rd  0.2 mi  
4. Take the 1st right onto Mill Rd  0.6 mi  
5. Turn right at Oxford Valley Rd  1.2 mi  
6. Turn left at Old Oxford Valley Rd/Oxford Valley Rd  0.7 mi  
7. Continue onto New Oxford Valley Rd  0.4 mi  
8. Take the ramp onto US-1 S  7.1 mi  
9. Take the exit onto I-276 W  - Toll road  25.4 mi  
10. Continue onto I-76 W   Toll road  236 mi  
11. Take exit 91 for PA-31   Toll road  0.3 mi  
12. Turn right at PA-31 W  6.1 mi  
13. Turn left at PA-982 S  8.0 mi  
14. Turn left at Memorial Blvd/US-119 S  Continue to follow US-119 S  4.0 mi  



 

 

15. Slight right at Blackstone Rd/US-119 S Continue to follow US-119 S  14.0 mi  
16. Exit on the left onto US-40 E toward Hopwood  5.8 mi  
17. Slight right at Skyline Dr/State Route 2001  
Destination will be on the left  1.5 mi -  Skyline Dr/State Route 2001 
 
$114 deposit for caving ($19/person, 6 people minimum) DONE 
 Adventure -  
2.5 hr  $16  Upper caving 9- yr old 
3 hr   $19   Lower 12 and up 
 
Bring 2 sources of light 
Clothes 
Waivers on web 
Shoes 
 
Badges best in morning and caving in afternoon 
 
Walking distance to camp 
$5/person/night  --Reserved for Saturday night only so far-- 

 


